
Fatalities involving a fall from height

Fatalities involving a fall from height by occupation

Falls related injuries 
equate to more time 
off work

Industry
More than half the serious injuries in the workplace 
were from 5 industries.
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Occupation

Technicians 
& trades 
workers

Labourers
Machinery 
operators 
& drivers

Other

36% 28% 13% 23%

Cause of death

Head
injuries

Injuries to 
the chest 
and torso

Deep vein 
thrombosis after 

falling and bruising 
an area of the body

Drowned 
after falling 
into water

76% 8% 7% 8%

Serious claims due to falls 
from a height: number and 
percentage of claims by time 
lost from work, 2008-09

All Information in this document has been adapted from Work-related 
Injuries and Fatalities Involving a Fall from Height, Australia, October 
2013. ©Safe Work Australia.

There has been no improvement in the number of 
fatalities or the fatality rate in the past eight years

Serious injuries due to falls from height

claims for serious injury were 
lodged due to a fall from a 
height in 2010–117730

employees lodged a claim each day for 
a falls-related injury that required one 
or more weeks off work21

1 person on average dies due to a fall from height 
in Australian workplaces EVERY FORTNIGHT

31%
of the falls were from a height of two 
metres or less with a further 19% 
involving falls from between two and 
three metres 

workers were killed following a fall 
from a height over an eight-year period 
from 1 July 2003 to 30 June 2011232

of all construction fatalities resulted 
from a fall from height25%

A workers’ compensation claim is classed as serious 
when it involves a fatality, a permanent incapacity 
or a temporary incapacity that requires one or more 
weeks off work.

Time off work a typical falls related 
claim required. Considerably longer 
than the 4.4 weeks for all serious 
injury claims

6.2
weeks

Origin of fall
Top 6 origins of falls (2003-11)

Platform

Building under 
construction

Horse

Roof

Vehicle

Ladder

19
8%

20
9%

21
9%

25
11%

26
11%

37
16%

Top Bottom 6 industries

The Construction industry accounted for over one-third of falls-related 
fatalities in the 2003-11 period -more than 3 times the number of the next 
highest industry.

Worker fatalities involving a fall from height: number and percentage of fatalities 
and fatality rate (deaths per 100, 000 workers) by industry, 2008 –11

Construction

Agriculture, 
forestry & 

fishing

Transport, 
postal & 

warehousing

Manufacturing

Mining
Retail 
Trade

86 31 20 20 12 11

Number of deaths

1 to 5 weeks

6 to 11 weeks

12 to 25 weeks

26 to 51 weeks

52 weeks & over

1295
11%

720
6%

4495 
57%

980 
11%

1550 
15%

Amount of time off work

Bodily location of injury
Percentage of claims/Median time lost (weeks)

Back
15%/6

Hand, fingers 
& thumb

3%/5

Knee
16%/6.4

Lower leg
4%/6

Ankle
15%/4.2

Foot & toes
5%/6.4

Wrist
6%/7.8

Head
3%/4.4

Chest
4%/3.7 Shoulder

8%/10.8

Elbow
3%/6.4

Working at height remains one of the greatest risks to the 
safety of workers across Australia and the incidence of falls 
continues to alarm with Safe Work Australia releasing its 
report on Work-related Injuries and Fatalities Involving a Fall 
from Height (2013). 

The report analyses fatalities and serious injuries and shines 
a spotlight on the deadly dangers of working at height and 
serves as a timely reminder to rethink how your business 
does height safety.

Height of fall
2003-11 combined, where the height 

(in metres) of fall was known
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–
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Origin of fall

Ladders

Steps & stairways

Scaffolding

Trucks, semi-trailers, lorries

Buildings & other structures

Industry / No. of claims

Retail Trade
1895

Transport & Storage
2725

Construction
5,120

Manufacturing 
2,860

Property & business 
services

2010

1470

710

550

455
345

1110

245

125

510

355

180

460

275 240

480

Occupation
Three occupations accounted for two out of every 
three (64%) serious claims due to a fall from height 
over the three years 2009–11.
These were: (% of claims)

Tradespersons 
& related 
workers

22%

Intermediate 
production & 

transport workers

Labourers 
& related 
workers

23% 19%

Metres

Construction

Manufacturing

Transport 
& Storage

Retail Trade

Property & 
business services

Other

8%

40%
21%

12%

11%
8%
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